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Dennis Heath [front centre] poses with the lads in the Braemar Road stand

The teams you were in always seemed to be challenging with the
best sides in the division and always finished there or there abouts,
but we always seemed to fall just short. Why was that do you think?

Our team was good enough, we had some cracking players, but we never
seemed to get that extra bit of luck that you needed to finish at the top of
the league. Remember only one team went up from the division, so getting
promoted was more difficult than ever during that era. We went so close in
1958 and 1959, and we did well against the teams that finished above us,
but we couldn’t drum up those extra few points.

We even thought that not washing our shirts may be the route to success
when we were challenging with Plymouth in 1958-59! We beat Argyle three-
nil at home in front of 29,000 over Easter, then decided not to wash the
shirts until we played them at their place three days later.

We drew at Home Park but we must have stunk by the end of the game
because we'd also played Bournemouth at home in between. Three games in
four days! Unfortunately we lost our way a bit after those good results and
finished third.

What's the story behind the Brentford team being invited to appear
in a film with Diana Dors?

The film was called ‘The Great Game” and a few of the players were
invited down to the studios where we had a right laugh. The make-up
people wet our brows so it looked like we were sweating and smeared mud
on our legs for effect. We got paid £7 each for that which was pretty good
at the time. I never got to meet Diana Dors herself, she wasn't even there
when I was at the studio, but I do appear in the film.

That was your only brush with Hollywood then?

For me it was, yeah, but later we did have a player in the team who
was on television every Sunday evening! Bill Dodgin bought a guy from
Huddersfield called Jeff Taylor, he was a clumsy lump who the rest of the
lads didn’t really rate. He was a better singer than a footballer for sure.

He used to perform with an outfit called ‘The Adams Singers’ and
appeared on a show called ‘Sing Something Simple” every Sunday night
at 6:30pm dressed up similar to the Black and White Minstrels. He was a
rugged player but a right flapper, but he scored a few I suppose. I used to
really enjoy the television programme though.

What do you remember most about Griffin Park and Bees fans?

Brentford always had good support at the time, we'd get 15,000 at
Griffin Park most weeks and almost double that for the bigger games. On
a match day there were bikes everywhere and almost every house in the
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