
90
THE BIG BRENTFORD BOOK OF THE NiNETIES 



THE BIG BRENTFORD BOOK OF THE NINETIES

2 3

© Copyright 2013 
Legends Publishing

E-mail david@legendspublishing.net
Web  www.legendspublishing.net

Notice of Rights

All rights reserved. Unless it is part of a published review, no part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronically or mechanically, including photocopying, recording, or by any other information storage and retrieval system, without 
prior written permission from the publisher. For information on getting permission for reprints and excerpts, contact Legends Publishing.

All views expressed in this book are the personal opinions of the individuals concerned and not necessarily those of the author, the pub-
lisher or the football club. All efforts have been made to ensure the content of this book is historically accurate but if any individual named 
feels they have been misrepresented your right to reply will be exercised if you so wish.

Every effort has been made to trace the photographers of the pictures used within this book.

Every attempt has been made to ensure that the statistical data in the book is as accurate as possible. It has primarily been taken from meticulously 
kept personal records and verified where possible with publications including Brentford FC publications, Rothmans Yearbooks, PFA Published Records 
and other sources. Every endeavour has been made to provide records that are as complete as possible and where there are gaps, then no previously 
published information has been discovered.

Foreword

F
or everyone associated with Brentford Football Club, the dramas of the Nineties are undeniable. But what is equally as  
apparent is that, in common with many other clubs, the off-field profiles were raised to levels not previously seen. We were 
awash with information and club news (albeit, on occasions, somewhat censored) but the launch of video diaries, glossy 
newsletters and fanzines supplemented the ever-popular and ever-costly telephone ‘ClubCall’. Games were being shown 
live on television, both terrestrial and satellite stations, and rapidly supported by ever-growing internet access, club news was 
rarely unavailable. On a wider stage, even the biblically-regarded sports books like Rothmans had their competitors.

Maybe all of that inspired me to not only keep even more in-depth records but as I also began to recognise the enormity of the collection 
that was building up in my possession, the transferral to electronic storage began in earnest. By that stage, my own career had taken me 
to both live and work for a few years on the South Coast and the commutes to London in the early Nineties were certainly less of a chore 
as title-winning football came to Griffin Park. I can still recall the horror of realising that a re-arranged match against Wycombe in 1996 
clashed with an immovable residential training course and brought to an end my 17-year run of consecutive home games!

This wonderful series of books contains just a miniscule percentage of what we could have used. There is so much more from all manner 
of sources, some of which have come to light in the process of producing the Big Brentford Book series, but other opportunities to share 
those delights must surely continue to be seized upon. The aim must be to ensure that the memories we all cherish of our time supporting 
this amazing club will be forever recorded and made widely available. Read on – and be prepared for a few more gems to be unearthed.

Mark Croxford
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LEVACK'S LAW

As my two teenage sons and I walked into the ground an hour before 
kick off, the sense of anticipation hung in the air like the old fug of pipe 
tobacco that used to accompany my early trips to Griffin Park. The 
butterflies in the stomach I’ve always felt around Griffin Park - even on 
non-match days - were overwhelming. This was the first FA Cup clash 
against Chelsea in more than six decades… and we would emerge 
from it with pride at the final whistle. 

From among the throng of people in the Braemar Road I was 
approached by a bloke who walked up to us and asked “Are you Ian 
Levack’s son?” I answered yes and he told me how, when he worked 
in the City he’d often bump into my old man near the Old Bailey and 
the pair of them would spend much of his lunch hour dissecting the 
most recent Bees performance and agreeing or arguing over where 
the side should be strengthened. I told him my dad had passed away 
in 2007 and he said “I know. I had no one to talk to about Brentford in 
my break after that.”

We said goodbye and my eldest turned to me and said: “Do you know 
dad, that’s what I love about this club. It’s more like a family. He must 
have been waiting years to spot you and he found you just before this 
of all games.”

It turned out to be a good omen too, but more importantly it was just 
one more example of why - during the turbulent 90s - I and others 
were so determined to make sure that people who arguably didn’t 
have the club’s best interests at heart, faced the spotlight.

Peter ‘Brentford’ Gilham, alluded to the opening line of Dickens’ Tale 
of Two Cities in a previous foreword as ‘the best of times, the worst of 
times’ - but read the rest of the author’s opening and you’ll see more 
of a parallel with the 90s.

“It was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the 
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of 
Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was 
the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing 
before us”. Perhaps Mr Dickens was a Bee.

As the Brentford writer for the Middlesex and then Hounslow Chronicle 
I was lucky and privileged to work with some of the game’s greats… 
including Steve Perryman (who strangely I’d seen get married at the 
end of my road in Wembley when I was in short trousers) and Dave 
Webb.
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of a wild kick which saw another red card brandished. The nine-
man visitors shut up shop for the remaining hour and secured their 
point without being overly troubled, indeed looking the more likely 
to snatch all the points.

Sat 3rd April:  Oxford United (A)    
Won 2-0  Attendance: 5,466
A third successive clean sheet produced a crucial win and notched 
up seven points out of nine with the convincing victory against fel-
low-strugglers giving some hope that safety could be achieved. 
A 28th minute throw-in from Billy Manuel was headed on by Terry 
Evans and Gary Blissett twisted to hit a speculative lob which 
looped into the net. In the 40th minute Simon Ratcliffe was red-
carded for violent conduct following a reckless challenge but the 
win was secured after 80 minutes when Mickey Bennett’s low free-
kick skidded off the rain-soaked surface as the keeper was still 
lining up his defensive wall.

Tue 6th April:  Sunderland (H)    
Drew 1-1  Attendance: 9,302
The flair and fluency that had been missing for many weeks returned 
in a dogged and disciplined performance which deserved all three 
points after Marcus Gayle had fired home a 44th minute opener 
following a blocked effort from Simon Ratcliffe. Gayle missed the 
chance to double the score when he contrived to spoon the ball 
over the crossbar from almost underneath it but with the clock tick-
ing down the visitors snatched an 80th minute equaliser.

Sat 10th April:  Derby County (A)    
Lost 2-3  Attendance: 12,366
Another gritty and battling display was not sufficient to extend the 
four-match unbeaten run after the Rams had taken a first-half lead, 

although Marcus Gayle levelled the scores in the 41st minute when 
he poked Billy Manuel’s pass into the bottom corner of the net. Two 
second-half goals in the space of six minutes had given the home 
side breathing space, before Keith Millen headed home Marcus 
Gayle’s flick-on in the 76th minute to narrow the scores.

Mon 12th April: Notts County (H)   
Drew 2-2  Attendance: 8,047
Despite County taking a seventh minute lead following a Kenny 
Sansom slip, a fine display of positive football, which ranked with 
the best of the season, was rewarded after 18 minutes when a 
Marcus Gayle cross was fired home by Alan Dickens. Gary Blissett 
looked set to have secured three vital points in the 65th minute, 
scoring from close range after Terry Evans had headed on a Paul 
Stephenson corner, but with normal time up, the referee, Mr Bigger, 
inexplicably allowed play to continue and eventually blew his whis-
tle seconds after the visitors had snatched a devastating equaliser 
in the eighth minute of stoppage time. 

Sat 17th April:  West Ham United (A)   
Lost 0-4  Attendance: 16,522
A committed performance proved that the battling qualities were 
never in doubt, simply that the class of the home side could not be 
matched. West Ham goals in the 17th, 68th, 72nd and 89th min-
utes produced a result that accurately reflected the gulf between 
the two sides.

Sat 24th April:  Watford (A)    
Lost 0-1  Attendance: 9,045
A harsh 44th minute penalty, awarded for handball against Billy 
Manuel, proved to be the decisive moment in a game where a 
strong, disciplined performance should have merited a share of 
the spoils. With games running out, the defeat left players and 
supporters deflated and staring down the barrel of the shotgun of  
relegation. 

[Left] Jubilant scenes as Marcus Gayle gives Brentford  
the lead against Sunderland
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Total Home League Attendances 150,328 
Average Home League Attendance 6,536
Highest Home League Attendance 10,079
Lowest Home League Attendance 4,031

[Back Row] Robert Taylor, Simon Ratcliffe, David Thompson, Alan 
Judge, Tamer Fernandes, Kevin Dearden, Shane Westley, Barry Ashby, 
Jamie Bates [Middle Row] Bob Booker, Kevin Lock, David McGhee, 
Robert Peters, Paul Smith, Ian Benjamin, Corey Campbell, Gus Hurdle, 
Billy Manuel, Carl Hutchings, Roy Johnson, Neil Mason [Front Row] 
Martin Grainger, Brian Statham, Darren Annon, Denny Mundee, David 
Webb, Nicky Forster, Craig Ravenscroft, Paul Stephenson, Lee Harvey

Football League   Division Two
Manager    David Webb
Coach    Kevin Lock
Physio   Roy Johnson
Captain    Jamie Bates
Final Position   2nd & Play-Off Semi Final 
FA Cup    1st Round 
Coca-Cola Cup   2nd Round
Auto Windscreen Shield 2nd Round
Leading Goalscorer   Nicky Forster - 26 goals

A superb 5-1 away win at Plymouth on the opening day set 
the tone for the season with twin striking duo Robert Taylor 
and new arrival Nicky Forster (£200,000 from Gillingham) 
both on the score-sheet and the opening games produced 
five wins in the first six matches.

Despite a mini-slump of three defeats and a second round 
Coca-Cola Cup exit to Tranmere Rovers (1-0), early-season 
form was quickly recaptured with four straight wins before 
another home loss to table-topping Birmingham City (2-1) 
prompted a blip with just two victories in 10 matches.

The return to winning ways came about in spectacular fash-
ion with a 7-0 home win against Plymouth Argyle in Decem-
ber and commenced a run of nine wins in 11 games, includ-
ing a 6-0 hammering of Cambridge United, to leave the team 
sitting top of the table, a position that was retained until the 
end of February.

With March and April producing another 11-match unbeaten 
sequence, automatic promotion looked more than likely 
despite the re-vamp of the Football League meaning that 
only the top team would avoid the Play-Offs, but the critical 
encounter at St. Andrews with Birmingham City saw the run 
end as the home side won 2-0 in front of 25,081 specta-
tors. A second successive defeat (2-1) at home to relega-
tion candidates Bournemouth in the last home fixture proved 
fatal and the campaign ended in immense disappointment 
with a 2-2 draw at Bristol Rovers.

The Play-Off clash with Huddersfield Town produced two 
1-1 draws and a place in the Wembley final was determined 
by a penalty shoot-out but with skipper Jamie Bates missing 
the crucial spot-kick, the challenge came to an end in the 
cruellest fashion. 

 
 

 
24 Brentford P W D L F A W D L F A Pts 
1 Birmingham City 46 15 6 2 53 18 10 8 5 31 19 89 
2 Brentford 46 14 4 5 44 15 11 6 6 37 24 85 
3 Crewe Alexandra 46 14 3 6 46 33 11 5 7 34 35 83 
4 Bristol Rovers 46 15 7 1 48 20 7 9 7 22 20 82 
5 Huddersfield Town 46 14 5 4 45 21 8 10 5 24 38 81 
6 Wycombe  46 13 7 3 36 19 8 8 7 24 27 78 
7 Oxford United 46 13 6 4 30 18 8 6 9 36 34 75 
8 Hull City 46 13 6 4 40 18 8 5 10 30 39 74 
9 York City 46 13 4 6 37 21 8 5 10 30 30 72 
10 Swansea City 46 10 8 5 23 13 9 6 8 34 32 71 
11 Stockport County 46 12 3 8 40 29 7 5 11 23 31 65 
12 Blackpool 46 11 4 8 40 36 7 6 10 24 34 64 
13 Wrexham 46 10 7 6 38 27 6 8 9 27 37 63 
14 Bradford City 46 8 6 9 29 32 8 6 9 28 32 60 
15 Peterborough  46 7 11 5 26 29 7 7 9 28 40 60 
16 Brighton 46 9 10 4 25 15 5 7 11 29 38 59 
17 Rotherham United 46 12 6 5 36 26 2 8 13 21 35 56 
18 Shrewsbury Town 46 9 5 9 34 27 4 5 14 20 35 53 
19 Bournemouth 46 9 4 10 30 34 4 7 12 19 35 50 
20 Cambridge United 46 8 9 6 33 28 3 6 14 19 41 48 
21 Plymouth Argyle 46 7 6 10 22 36 5 4 14 23 47 46 
22 Cardiff City 46 5 6 12 25 31 4 5 14 21 43 38 
23 Chester City 46 5 6 12 23 42 1 5 17 14 42 29 
24 Leyton Orient 46 6 6 11 21 29 0 2 21 9 46 26 
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1996-97

Sat 17th August: Bury (A)    
Drew 1-1  Attendance: 3,373
The season’s opening match was a ‘game-of-two-halves’ – a 
dominant first-half display saw Robert Taylor score after 20 min-
utes when he headed home a deflected cross from Nicky Forster. 
However, the hosts took command after the break and equalised 
on the hour-mark.

Tue 20th August: Plymouth (H) Coca-Cola Cup 1st Round 
Won 1-0  Attendance: 3,043
With the New Road stand still shut, pending the conversion to all-
seating, the game was played out in a strangely quiet atmosphere. 
A superb display in goal from the visitors’ Bruce Grobbelaar kept 
the scoreline down to a solitary Robert Taylor goal after the striker 
hung in the air to nod home a cross from Marcus Bent in the 63rd 
minute.

Sat 24th August: Luton Town (H)    
Won 3-2  Attendance: 5,409
A thrilling encounter saw the visitors under siege throughout the first 
period, but in the 44th minute, Jamie Bates conceded a penalty 
kick and the Bees were undeservedly behind. Carl Asaba grabbed 
a 67th minute equaliser, rifling the ball into the net after latching 
onto a Robert Taylor pass, only for Luton to regain the lead within 
two minutes – Jamie Bates deflected a shot into his own net. But 
with ten minutes to go Carl Asaba’s bundled effort was parried by 
the keeper and Jamie Bates nodded the ball back into the empty 
net, before Robert Taylor sealed the comeback by flicking home a 
header from a cross by Gus Hurdle with two minutes remaining.

Tue 27th August: Gillingham (H)    
Won 2-0  Attendance: 5,384
An excellent performance was capped by a goal of superb quality 
from Paul Abrahams in the 73rd minute when he ran onto a lay-off 
from Carl Asaba on the half-way line, then lobbed the keeper from 
fully 20 yards. Eleven minutes earlier Abrahams had scored his first 
goal, nipping in front of the keeper and racing past two defenders, 
before squeezing the ball into the net.

Sat 31st August: Shrewsbury Town (A)   
Won 3-0  Attendance: 3,530
Carl Asaba opened the scoring in the 13th minute when he side-
footed a simple goal after Paul Smith had squared the ball to him 
– four minutes later Asaba made it two, thumping a pass from Paul 
Abrahams into an empty net, then four minutes after that, Asaba 
recorded the fastest League hat-trick in the club’s history when he 
headed in Robert Taylor’s chip at the far post. The winning margin 
would have been far greater had it not been for a host of further 
golden chances being spurned.

Tue 3rd September: Plymouth (A) Coca-Cola Cup 1st Round 
Drew 0-0  Attendance: 5,180
A superb defensive display ensured progression to the next round 
of the competition – Kevin Dearden and the back four were in out-
standing form, soaking up endless pressure throughout, to record 
a third successive clean sheet.

Sat 7th September: Chesterfield (A)    
Won 2-0  Attendance: 3,643
Wave after wave of attacks, combining flair, pace and power, 
threatened to overwhelm the hosts and it took just 12 minutes for 
the first goal to arrive. Marcus Bent’s left-wing cross was flicked 

[Right] Carl Asaba scores against Luton Town
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Pre-Season 
Paul Smith signed for Gillingham, who refused to meet the £450,000 
asking price, meaning the matter was referred to a transfer tribunal. 
Barry Ashby, who also joined Gillingham, would have his transfer 
fee set using the same method. Robert Taylor, who was recover-
ing from a hernia operation, had a transfer request rejected by the 
board.

Simon Wormull, a 20-year old midfielder, was signed on a free 
transfer from Tottenham Hotspur and 27-year old midfielder Paul 
Barrowcliff signed from Stevenage Borough on a two-year con-
tract in a reported £60,000 package with the fee entirely based on 
appearances.

A three-month trial was offered to Simon Spencer, a 20-year old 
midfielder who had been released by Tottenham Hotspur, and the 
trial period was soon converted into a one-year contract.

Ryan Denys, an 18-year-old winger, signed a one-year profes-
sional contract on completion of his traineeship and Gary Duffy 
was offered a six-month professional contract.

Former goalkeeper, Graham Benstead, now aged 33, was 
appointed as full-time goalkeeping coach and would also be reg-
istered as a player.

August 1997

• On 1st August, the club announced that a majority shareholding 
had been acquired by a three-man consortium (Brentford Holdings 
Ltd) comprising of David Webb, Tony Swaisland and John Herting. 

• David Webb had paid £21,600 for his 80% of the 51% share-
holding.
• Both Tony Swaisland and John Herting had loaned the club 
£250,000 each.
• 52-year Tony Swaisland was the new chairman of the board, 
replacing Martin Lange who remained as a director.
• Martin Lange had been paid £543,000 towards his £1,043,000 
loan to the club, with the remaining £500,000 to be repaid by the 
year 2000.
• David Webb was the club’s new Chief Executive and the club 
would be seeking a new manager. One of Webb’s key roles would 
be to identify new signings.
• Kevin Lock was to remain at the club in a new role of Football 
Co-ordinator and Bob Booker continued to hold the post of youth 
team manager.
• Keith Allinson was appointed as the new club physiotherapist, 
arriving from Stevenage Borough to replace Roy Johnson who left 
to join Peterborough United. 

• Within days of the takeover Carl Asaba was sold to First  
Division Reading for a club record transfer fee of £800,000.
• Five players – Marcus Bent, Kevin Dennis, Malcolm McPherson, 
Joe Omigie and Tamer Fernandes – were transfer-listed although 
David Webb stated that the new manager, once appointed, may 
wish to review the decision.
• After starting the season with Kevin Lock in charge of the team 
in a caretaker capacity, Eddie May was appointed as manager. The 
54-year old former Cardiff City boss and ex-Wrexham centre-half 
would be assisted by the former Chelsea, Sunderland, Fulham and 
Queens Park Rangers winger Clive Walker, now aged 40 who had 
been playing for Woking.

• 23-year old midfielder Anthony ‘Charlie’ Oatway was the new 
manager’s first signing from Torquay United for a £12,000 fee.
• Derek Bryan, a 22-year old striker was signed from Hampton in 
a transfer package totalling £50,000.
• A second reported six-figure bid for Hayes striker Jason Rob-
erts was rejected. 
• A transfer tribunal set a fee of £195,000 for Paul Smith’s sale 
to Gillingham and £140,000 for Barry Ashby’s transfer to the same 
club.
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• Ijah Anderson suffered a broken leg in a training ground acci-
dent and was ruled out for the rest of the season.
• Richard Goddard-Crawley returned from his loan at Woking 
having incurred a fractured foot.
• Samantha Marmara was appointed as the club’s new commer-
cial manager.

December 1997

• Paul Watson, a 22-year old full-back was signed from Fulham, 
initially on loan and then for a reported fee of £55,000.
• Nigel Gleghorn’s loan was extended for a further month after 
the player failed to agree terms for a permanent deal.
• Ricky Reina suffered a serious knee injury and faced a lengthy 
absence.
• Derek Bryan ruptured a thigh muscle in training and was side-
lined for up to two months.
• Jamie Bates received a three-match suspension for accumu-
lating a number of bookings.
• Crowd demonstrations against David Webb continued to take 
place both during and after home matches.
• A friendly match was played at St Albans on the date set aside 
for the second round of the FA Cup.
• The Football League announced that with effect from July 1998, 
the ‘Bosman’ ruling would be applicable and that any player who 
had reached the age of 24 would have the freedom to move to 
another club without the payment of a transfer fee when his existing 
contract expired.

January 1998

• Having rejected attempts to persuade him to sign a new con-
tract, Marcus Bent was sold to Crystal Palace for a fee totalling 
£300,000 of which £150,000 was based on appearances.
• Former Manchester United defender Graeme Hogg aged 33 
was signed from Notts County until the end of the season for a 
nominal £5,000 transfer fee.
• 25-year old goalkeeper Mike Pollitt signed on loan for six weeks 
from Notts County.
• Stuart Myall, Simon Spencer, Tamer Fernandes and Joe Omigie 
all left the club having negotiated settlements on their contracts.
• Graham Benstead, who had been working as goalkeeping 
coach on a weekly arrangement, left the club.

• Gus Hurdle was initially placed on the transfer list and then had 
his contract paid up.
• Nigel Gleghorn returned to Burnley at the conclusion of his two-
month loan.
• Micky Adams failed in a bid to sign Southampton defender 
Richard Dryden.
• The home game against Plymouth Argyle was marked by fur-
ther demonstrations from supporters and a post-match sit-in call-
ing for the removal of David Webb.
• A friendly match was played away at Kingstonian.
• Club sponsor Ericsson announced that they would not be 
renewing their agreement when it expired at the end of the season.
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splendid work from Scott Partridge. But the long list of injured 
absentees took its toll as the hosts gained the ascendency and 
rattled in a stream of goals after 34, 43, 56 and 74 minutes to inflict 
a South Coast battering. 

Sat 27th November: Wycombe Wanderers (A)   
Lost 0-2  Attendance: 5,879
A scrappy first-half ended with Danny Boxall conceding a penalty on 
the stroke of half-time to give the home side the lead, and a difficult 
task was made almost impossible in the 56th minute when Richard 
Kennedy marked his first start by getting sent off for a lunging tackle 
– his second bookable offence. The hosts sealed the victory two min-
utes later following a poor defensive clearance from Neil Clement.

Sat 4th December: Bristol Rovers (H)    
Lost 0-3  Attendance: 6,843
With the squad still ravaged by injuries, in-form Rovers took full 
advantage – having grabbed a fourth minute lead they added fur-
ther goals after 78 and 90 minutes to inflict a dismal third succes-
sive defeat.

Fri 10th December: Chesterfield (H)    
Drew 1-1  Attendance: 4,286
The live Sky Television cameras witnessed a dire game on a wet, 
cold evening, the highlight coming when Lloyd Owusu headed 
home from 15-yards after a cross from Derek Bryan in the 15th 
minute. The rock-bottom visitors dominated the second period and 
were rewarded with a 75th minute leveller.

Sat 18th December: Wigan Athletic (A)   
Lost 0-1  Attendance: 5,498
A much-improved performance at the impressive new home of the 
division’s front-runners failed to bring a deserved result. Despite 

dominating much of the second period, the game was lost in the 
77th minute when the Latics snatched a goal out of the blue to 
secure the points.

Sun 26th December: Bristol City (H)    
Won 2-1  Attendance: 7,125
An excellent opening 45 minutes was rewarded within the first minute 
of the second period when, straight from the kick-off – Ivar Ingimars-
son’s shot was parried by the keeper and Lloyd Owusu bundled the 
rebound into the net. Six minutes later Martin Rowlands picked the ball 
up close to the half-way line and ran 30 yards, drifting past three play-
ers, before curling an exquisite 15-yard shot home for an outstand-
ing goal. City grabbed a late consolation in the dying seconds with a 
farcical goal that the referee allowed to stand after the ball had been 
blatantly knocked out of Andy Woodman’s hands.

Tue 28th December: Millwall (A)    
Lost 2-3  Attendance: 12,007
A rip-roaring London derby produced no shortage of quality foot-
ball amidst the frenetic action – Ivar Ingimarsson raced through the 
middle of the pitch in the 50th minute to tee up Gavin Mahon for 
a screaming 20-yard drive into the net before the Lions equalised 
eight minutes later. The exciting encounter reached fever-pitch in 
the latter stages – Martin Rowlands struck from 12 yards follow-
ing a brilliant mazy run from Patrick Agyemang in the 86th minute 
before the south Londoners levelled in the 89th minute then scored 
a dramatic winner in the third minute of injury-time. 

Mon 3rd January: Stoke City (H)    
Lost 0-1  Attendance: 6,792
The lack of a cutting edge was again apparent as the less-than-
adventurous visitors held firm defensively. After taking a 60th minute 
lead following errors from both Ivar Ingimarsson and Scott Marshall, 
the outcome rarely looked in doubt and the new Century and Mil-
lennium commenced in disappointing fashion.

[Right] Lloyd Owusu against Bristol City’s ex-Bee Carl Hutchings 
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February 2000

• 21-year old Italian striker Lorenzo Pinamonte was signed from 
Bristol City for a reported fee of £50,000 despite being halfway 
through a loan spell at Brighton.
• Former midfielder Carl Hutchings re-joined the club on one 
month’s loan from Bristol City with a view to a permanent move.
• Steve Jones had his loan extended for a second month.
• Julian Charles joined Woking for a loan spell whilst Dean Clark 
was to stay at Uxbridge for an extended period.
• Danny Boxall suffered a serious knee cruciate ligament injury in 
the game at Luton Town and faced an absence of several months.
• On the eve of his 18th birthday, trainee striker Kevin O’Connor 
signed a professional contract. 
• Ron Noades accepted defeat in the long-running transfer battle 
with Cambridge United for strikers Martin Butler and Trevor Benjamin.
• Paul Evans was sent off in the game at home to Notts County 
and was banned for one game.

March 2000

• Andy Woodman joined Peterborough United on loan until the 
end of the season. 
• 27-year old goalkeeper Jimmy Glass, without a club since leav-
ing Cambridge United, was signed on non-contract terms for the 
remainder of the season.
• Carl Hutchings had his loan from Bristol City extended until the 
end of the campaign. 
• Ron Noades opted not to pursue his interest in signing Steve 
Jones on a permanent basis and Jones was recalled by Bristol City 
in order to allow him to join Southend United on loan.
• Phil Warner returned to Southampton after his season-long 
loan was terminated. 

• Darren Powell and Ijah Anderson signed one year extensions to 
their contracts, tying them to the club until the summer of 2003.
• Physiotherapist Gerry Delahunt left the club in order to join 
Dundee United.
• The club announced that enquiries were being made about 
the Feltham Arena site as a possible alternative venue for a new 
ground.

April 2000

• Jason Pearcey suffered a freak leg injury after colliding with 
Darren Powell in the home game against Wigan and after what 
appeared to be a ‘dead leg’, he was admitted to hospital in the 
evening with muscle bleeding and underwent a number of emer-
gency operations, the injury being so serious that doctors admitted 
fears as to whether the limb could be saved.

• Andy Woodman was recalled from his loan at Peterborough 
United.
• Dean Clark’s contract was cancelled my mutual consent and 
he left the club.
• After a five-month absence, Tony Folan returned to training after 
surgery to correct a spur on a bone in his foot.
• Nevin Saroya became the first Indian player to make a first-team 
appearance.
• Former goalkeeper Chic Brodie died at the age of 62 following 
a lengthy illness.

May 2000

• Steve Jenkins and Clement James were given free transfers.
• Carl Hutchings returned to Bristol City following his loan spell.
• Hibernian’s 32-year old Icelandic International goalkeeper Olafur 
Gottskalksson signed a pre-contract agreement and would formally 
sign a three-year contract in the summer. 
• Andy Woodman was diagnosed with viral meningitis and 
required complete rest throughout the summer in order to make a 
full recovery.
• Midfielder Jay Smith, who was captain of the youth team, was 
offered a one year professional contract.
• New traineeships were awarded to Danny Thomas, Michael 
Holland, Paul Johnson, Jay Tabb, Lloyd Blackman, Robert Traynor, 
Stephen Hughes and Danny Allen-Page.
• Martin Rowlands was selected to represent the Republic of Ire-
land under-21 team in the Toulon tournament in France.
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Noades on the Stadium

Martin Lange tells me that for the past 15 years he’s been speaking 
with Hounslow Council over the possibility of moving Brentford to a 
new ground, without any success. Martin was with me at the meet-
ing where the council announced that they wanted a 25,000-capac-
ity stadium and we talked about one or two lines of action following 
the meeting but we decided against them as we may have antago-
nised the authority and we certainly don’t want to do that.
 
However, Martin’s view is that we’ve been messed around for years 
and years by different people and don’t forget that when I took over 
the club I made a commitment to spend £90,000 on the survey for 
the WIM (Western International Market) site. It was a joint agreement 
with the council to go out and find options for new grounds. Feltham 
and the WIM sites were considered the strongest options. We were 
then told that the WIM site was not suitable for us so we moved our 
attention to Feltham. They’d written an initial recommendation for an 
8,000-capacity stadium into the account of affairs then they moved it 
to a 25,000 capacity recommendation. Then they told us to go and 
get Queens Park Rangers to come in and ground-share.

The 25,000 capacity proposal is wrong and the five-to-seven year 
plan is wrong too. Brentford don’t need 25,000 seats and we haven’t 
got five to seven years to stand still either. At our last home game 
we took £18,000 in gate receipts, there’s nothing else at Brentford 
we can make money on. At Selhurst Park we had a £2.5 million a 
year turnover on catering, which I had built up from £250,000. I can’t 
build the bars here, there just isn’t room. I can’t build the restaurants, 
there’s no room. We can’t build any boxes, there’s no room. I can’t 
cover the Ealing Road terrace because we can’t get planning permis-
sion, so everyone gets wet. If Brentford stays at Griffin Park, it will die.

Webb's View - November 1997

It’s not for me to talk about accounts because it’s not everybody 
who bothers to look at that but if you look at 1993 the cost of 
running this club was £1.9 million. Last season (1996/97) it was 
£1.4 million. It has come down progressively year by year and 
we have to look at a working relationship within that. Last year 
we took less than £700,000 from our league games. We had 
some good income from the Play-Offs which enabled us to pay 
off part of the traditional debt which had been with the club for 
some time. We’ve now extinguished that debt to a great degree. 
The club has never, I believe, been in such a good position with 
the bank, as now.

My shareholding is part of a consortium that came in and guaran-
teed to put some money into this club and to guarantee to extin-
guish some of the debt which could have been called upon at a 
day’s notice. Currently, any debt which remains in this club cannot 
be called upon before specific times, namely £600,000 cannot be 
called upon for at least three years. At worst, it will save three years 
of interest that Brentford would have to pay on a long-term debt. 
That one thing on its own was quite substantial. Another £150,000 
cannot be called upon, except for specific purposes, for the next 
two to three years.

There is a board of directors at this club who are all grown up, sen-
sible people and who have one thing in common – that is the best 
interests of Brentford Football Club. I’m now a Director of the club 
and I put myself in the same vein as them. As far as I’m concerned 
the consortium holds the shareholding within the football club and 
they have done everything possible in their power, in particular put-
ting money into the club and making sure that this club has a future. 

[Left] An artist’s impression of Brentford’s new stadium at the Western International Market site
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It was actually Stuart Morgan my former manager at Weymouth who 
was running the youth team at Brentford at the time, who suggested 
to David Webb that I was available and could do a good job for him. 

Webb started to pick me as right-back in the team because Brian 
Statham was injured. I was a bit of a utility player at Dean Court, in fact 
I’d played in every position apart from in goal for the Cherries, but right-
back really wasn’t my strongest role. Because of that the fans didn’t 
see the best of me in the early days at Brentford.

After Mickey Bennett had that infamous training ground fracas with 
Joe Allon, Webby was forced to try me out up front, which thank-
fully worked out well for me. The club was in transition during season 
1993/94, it was the year after Brentford had been relegated and there 
was a mix of Phil Holder signed players and Dave Webb’s additions. 

I have to admit I’ve got my hat-trick game against Bristol Rovers on 
video. I put it on from time to time and I still can’t believe we lost that 
match to be honest. I know I got three goals but I should have got a 
fourth late on to square the match again, but my header hit the post. 

DENNY
MUNDEE

Missing out on automatic promotion the next season was hard to 
take. But ultimately the games that cost us were the two against Bir-
mingham, and losing to Bournemouth at home right at the end of the 
season.

The Birmingham game was the classic six-pointer up at their place, 
and whether the pressure got to one or two of us I don’t know. I 
remember it was very quiet in the dressing room after the game, losing 
the game was a real set-back.

Losing in the penalty shoot-out to Huddersfield still haunts me to this 
day, especially my penalty miss. Nearly every time I see somebody 
take a penalty on the television, or when the Play-Offs come round at 
the end of every season, I get flashbacks. What made it more frus-
trating for me was that I’d scored a couple of penalties for Brentford 
against Huddersfield in a League game the previous season, so to 
miss the one that mattered most made me feel worse. 

I can remember my penalty as clear as anything, I stepped up and 
kicked the ball to the keeper’s left, but for whatever reason there was 
just no conviction to my shot. I never normally placed them to the right 
side of goal, I don’t know what was going through my head. It wasn’t 
nerves, if anything maybe I was too confident. 

I can honestly say that the time I spent at Brentford means more to me 
than any other club I have been at. I spent eight years at AFC Bourne-
mouth, but I felt that the Brentford supporters really took to me and it 
means an awful lot to be remembered in a good light. When I came 
back to Griffin Park with Brighton after leaving, to hear my name being 
sung by all the fans in the corner of the New Road stand as I was run-
ning out of the tunnel was special. That demonstrated to me that Bees 
fans are different class. 

Denny Mundee
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Total number of players used 
during the season 26

Number of goalscorers 17

Total number of players used 
during the season 28

Number of goalscorers 14

SEASON 1994-1995 
      League     FA Cup              League Cup        A/Windscreen   Play-Offs     TOTAL 

Nicky Forster   46 24  2  4  2+1 1  2 1  56+1 26 
Kevin Dearden   43   2  4  3   2   54   
Robert Taylor   43 23  2 1 4 1 2   2   53 25 
Barry Ashby   40   1  2  3  3   2   50   1 
Carl Hutchings   38+1   1+1  4  2+1   0+1   45+4 
Jamie Bates   38   2  1  2  2   2   45   2 
Martin Grainger   36+1   7  2 1 2  3 1  2 1  45+1 10 
Paul Smith   35   3  2  4 1 1   2   44   4 
Paul Stephenson   34   2    4 1 1   2   41   3 
Brian Statham   26+10   2  2  2   2   34+10 
Lee Harvey   24+1   2  2  4  2      32+1   2 
Simon Ratcliffe   24+1   1    0+1  1   2   27+2   1 
Denny Mundee   22+17   5  1  0+1  2   1+1   26+19   5 
Shane Westley   15+1   2  3  2      22+1 
Darren Annon     9+1   1  1 1   1+1 1     11+2   3 
Paul Abrahams     7+3   3         1     8+3   3 
Gus Hurdle     7+2   0+1  2  1      10+3 
Denis Bailey     6   3              6   3 
George Parris     5     2 1         7   1 
Tamer Fernandes     3+1       0+1        3+2 
Andy Ansah     2+1   1      2 1       4+1   2 
David McGhee     1+6   1              1+6   1 
Ian Benjamin     1     0+1          1+1 
Craig Ravenscroft    1       0+1        1+1 
Jon Hooker     0+1               0+1 
Carl Asaba          1 1       1   1  
 

SEASON 1995-1996 
      League     FA Cup              League Cup         A/Windscreen      TOTAL 

Paul Smith   46   4  5 2 4  3   58   6 
Robert Taylor   42 11  4 3 4 1 3 1  53 16 
Kevin Dearden   41   3  4  2   50 
Lee Harvey   38+2   4+1  2+1 1 1   45+4   1 
Nicky Forster   37+1   5  3  4 2 2 1  46+1   8 
Jamie Bates   36   4  5  4  3   48   4 
Martin Grainger   33   3  5  4 1 3   45   4 
David McGhee   31+5   5  4  1+1 1 2+1   38+7   6 
Barry Ashby   31+2   1  4 1 4  3   42+2   2 
Ijah Anderson   25   2  1+2  2 1 0+1   28+3   3 
Carl Hutchings   20+3   5    1+1   26+4 
Brian Statham   17   1  4  3   25 
Dean Martin   14+5   1  4+1    2   20+6   1 
Paul Abrahams   14+3   3         14+3   3 
Scott Canham   14          14 
Gus Hurdle   11+3     2     13+3 
David Greene   11          11 
Marcus Bent     8+4   1  4 3   1   13+4   4 
Andy Ansah     6   1      1     7   1 
Carl Asaba     5+5   2  1  1  1     8+5   2 
Denny Mundee     5+1     1+1       6+2 
Paul Davis     5     2  1     8 
Tamer Fernandes     5   2    1     8 
Jon Hooker     4   0+2  1       5+2 
Joe Omigie     3+7            3+7 
Andy Sussex     3            3 
Craig Ravenscroft    1            1 
Darren Annon     0+1            0+1 

Unused as a substitute (two out of three subs allowed in League and Cup matches) 
 
50 occasions  Tamer Fernandes 
14 occasions  Ijah Anderson 
10 occasions  Carl Hutchings 
8 occasions  Kevin Dearden, David McGhee, Joe Omigie 
4 occasions  Paul Abrahams, Marcus Bent 
3 occasions  Carl Asaba, Dean Martin 
2 occasions  Lee Harvey, Craig Ravenscroft   
1 occasion  Barry Ashby, Jon Hooker, Gus Hurdle, Denny Mundee 

Unused as a substitute (two out of three subs allowed in League and Cup matches) 
 
52 occasions  Tamer Fernandes 
17 occasions  David McGhee 
11 occasions  Gus Hurdle 
7 occasions  Carl Hutchings 
5 occasions  Denny Mundee 
4 occasions  Simon Ratcliffe 
3 occasions  Darren Annon 
2 occasions  Martin Grainger, Neil Mason, Craig Ravenscroft 
1 occasion  Paul Abrahams, Carl Asaba, Jamie Bates, Ian Benjamin, Kevin Dearden, Brian Statham, Shane Westley 
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Appearances

24 Brentford P W D L F A Pts 
1 Wycombe 26 19 3 4 57 20 60 
2  Brentford 26 17 6 3 56 16 57 
3 Southend United 26 15 3 8 43 27 48 
4 West Ham United 26 12 5 9 46 30 41 
5 Gillingham 26 10 11 5 33 20 41 
6 Orient 26 10 6 10 29 29 36 
7 Colchester United 26 9 7 10 41 40 34 
8 Welling United 26 10 4 12 41 55 34 
9 Cambridge United 26 10 3 13 52 46 33 
10 Sutton United 26 9 5 12 34 55 32 
11 Crawley Town 26 8 6 12 38 39 30 
12 Barnet 26 7 8 11 27 34 29 
13 Wokingham Town 26 5 3 18 23 78 18 
14 Woking 26 2 8 16 21 52 14 

 

1994-1995 SPRINGHEATH PRINT CAPITAL LEAGUE FINAL TABLE 1995-1996

THE SPRINGHEATH PRINT CAPITAL LEAGUE

Wed 16th August  Woking (H)  
Won 2-0   Hooker, Omigie   
Fernandes, Flitter, Campbell, Cleary, McGhee, Mundee, Annon, 
Abrahams, Omigie, Ravenscroft, Hooker Subs: Asaba and Evans

Wed 23rd August  Reading (A)  
Won 1-0   Annon
Team not known

Wed 6th September  Wokingham (H)  
Won 2-1   Asaba, Annon   
Fernandes, Flitter, Campbell, Evans, Hutchings, Hurdle, Annon, 
Cooper, Asaba, Ravenscroft, Hooker

Wed 20th September  Wycombe (A)  
Lost 0-2     
Fernandes, Campbell, Anderson, McGhee, Hutchings, Hurdle, 
Harvey, Cooper, Asaba, Ravenscroft, Annon Sub: Flitter  
     

Mon 25th September  Northampton (A)  
Lost 0-2
Team not known

Wed 4th October  Fulham (H)  
Won 2-1  Omigie, Hooker   
Fernandes, Harvey, Anderson, Hutchings, Campbell, Annon, 
Ravenscroft, Omigie, Mundee, Hooker (as reported)

Tue 10th October  Crawley Town (A)  
Won 3-1
Team not known

Wed 18th October  Welling United (H) 
Won 7-0   Asaba (3), Omigie (2), 
    Ravenscroft, Davis      
Fernandes, Hutchings, Anderson, Hurdle, Cleary, Davis, Annon, 
Ravenscroft, Omigie, Asaba, Hooker Sub: Abrahams

Wed 25th October  West Ham United (A) 
Won 6-0   Asaba (2), Abrahams (2), 
    Hooker, Bates
Team not known

Wed 8th November  Fulham (A)  
Won 6-3   Forster (4), Omigie, Hutchings
Team not known

Wed 29th November  Barnet (H)  
Won 1-0   Omigie    
Dearden, Harvey, Anderson, Davis, Cleary, Hurdle, Annon, Abra-
hams, Omigie, Asaba, Hooker Sub: Ravenscroft 

Wed 13th December  Crawley Town (H) 
Drew 1-1   Abrahams
Team not known

Wed 10th January  Cambridge United (H) 
Won 7-1   Omigie (2), Asaba (3), 
    Hooker, Davis
Fernandes, Annon, Anderson, Davis, Cleary, Hurdle, Martin, Raven-
scroft, Omigie, Asaba, Hooker  

First-Team Players 
Darren Annon Carl Asaba Barry Ashby Jamie Bates 
 Ian Benjamin Tamer Fernandes Nick Forster  Martin Grainger  
Lee Harvey  Jon Hooker Gus Hurdle  Carl Hutchings 

David McGhee  Simon Ratcliffe Craig Ravenscroft  Brian Statham 
Paul Stephenson Shane Westley     

  

 
Others 

Marcus Bent  Corey Campbell Paul Cooper Luke Evans  
Matthew Flitter Andrew Hoare Leon Lewis Billy Manuel 

Neil Mason Joe Omigie David Thompson  
 

 

Goalscorers (as known)

Carl Asaba (15), Joe Omigie 
(10), Craig Ravenscroft (6), Jon 
Hooker (5), Nick Forster, Denny 
Mundee (4), Darren Annon, 
Carl Hutchings (3), Ian Benja-
min, David McGhee (2), Brian 
Statham, Paul Stephenson, 
OG, (1)   

[Left] Action from the Presidents’ Cup Final win over West Ham
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Dedicated to the Brentford fans who, despite another monumental disappointment 
at the end of the 2012/13 season will be back to support the team undeterred. 
Thanks also to my wonderful family for their belief.  David Lane

To Dave and Greville – wonderful friendships; and to every one of the hundreds 
of individual Brentford players who have made it possible to write these books. 
Mark Croxford

To my beloved Miriam, Nick, Becca and Twiglet as well as the wonderful Brentford 
family of players, supporters and staff who have all given me so much pleasure and 
pain over the past 48 years. Greville Waterman
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Andrew Vickers
Joseph Peter Ilett   
Jonathon Peter Ilett
Raymond Whelan  
Kelvin Waller
Clive Baker
Ian Westbrook
Janet Smith
Robert Chamberlain  
Chris Chamberlain
Georgina Newton
Caroline Chamberlain
Robin Hesmyr   
Christopher Burns
Kieran Michael John Evans
Huw Davies
Richard Nabarro
Mike Darvill   
Julian Grundy
Richard Sangster     
Tim Fossick
Stuart Foy     
John Hirdle
Alan Winter
Russell Wallman    
Six Fishers   
Tracey, Danielle, Luke & 
Jordan Forrester   
The Harrisons of Hanwell  
Russell Owen
Gareth Williams
David Uren
Alan Skinner
Oscar Thompson
Brian Cox   
Robert Walker 
Malcolm John Bere
Matthew Magill 


